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Democracy is taking a beating 


s I write this editorial, even though it is 

just as we go to print, I am aware that 

the political world around us is changing 

at such a rapid pace that a lot will have 

happened by the time this reaches you. 
Across Europe in France, Sweden and Italy anti-racists 
and anti-fascists are reeling from elections in which 
the far right has taken eye-watering levels of the vote 
and delivered Italy a fascist leader in the form of 
Giorgia Meloni, 100 years since Mussolini’s March on 
Rome. I have been warning for 


almost a decade now that we The far right is being elected in 


are in the most dangerous times 


administration taking a wrecking ball to our economy, 
we have become a laughing stock, although not many 

of us think it is funny. It has been a rearrangement of 
chess pieces on the board, as we see Rishi Sunak become 
Prime Minister and very much business as usual when it 
comes to remaining ‘tough’ on immigration. 

I took some delight at seeing Priti Patel leave her 
position as Home Secretary, but I had not anticipated 
that her replacement, Suella Braverman, would go 
to such lengths to out-do Patel by doubling down on 
immigration, with her ‘dream’ 
of the first flight to Rwanda 
being emblazoned on the front 


since the 1930s. countries where a shift in the political Page ofa certain newspaper. 


That former PM Boris Johnson, 


Withvourleng association with *n SePative is TeSONAuUng Wik tOO MGNY wits: disregard forproccs, 


anti-fascists in Italy and Sweden, 


we stand in solidarity as we people and laying down the challenge 


go forward in this new period of 
economic and political mayhem. 
That the Swedish Democrats, 
shunned for years for their neo-nazi roots, took one 

fifth of the total vote is truly worrying. They may not be 
formally part of the coalition government, but they have 
already been calling the shots and critically gaining more 
political credibility and respectability. 

In Brazil, a similar split in the electorate between 
right-wing and left-wing blocs will see Lula come back 
into power, but with serious concerns that Bolsonaro’s 
supporters will stage some sort of 6 January-style 
attack. Just ahead of the second round of voting, one 
of Bolsonaro’s supporters was arrested for throwing 
grenades and firing a rifle at police. 

In the USA, the courts continue to prosecute those 
involved in the 6 January insurrection, with the first of 
the Proud Boys pleading guilty to the charge of ‘seditious 
conspiracy on 6 October and nine of the Oath Keepers 
facing ‘seditious conspiracy’ charges in court. 

Here in the UK, with the farce of Liz Truss’s short-lived 
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was even being considered by 
the Conservatives to return to 


to us in the anti-fascist movement Number 10 was beyond belief. 


Democracy is taking a hard 
beating. The far right is being elected at the ballot box 
in countries where it is not vote-fixing that got them 
there but a real shift in the political narrative that is 
resonating with far too many people and that lays down 
the challenge to us in the anti-fascist movement. 

I have always called out the fascists as the ‘enemy of 
democracy’ and we will now see how they will maximise 
this opportunity to hijack democracy with an ultra- 
authoritarian agenda that will be branded as protecting 
‘the people’ during the economic and political crises. 

We mourn the loss of another great friend of 
Searchlight, Avtar Singh Jouhl, of the Indian 
Workers’ Association, who worked tirelessly alongside 
Searchlight’s first editor, Maurice Ludmer, in his work in 
the trade union and the anti-racist movements. Another 
giant of our movement gone, but not forgotten. His 
legacy will live on in all those whom he inspired. @ 


Dr Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Far-right backbenchers set to call 
the shots in Swedish coalition 


here was shock when the far- 
right Swedish Democrats (SD) 

polled more than 20% of the 
vote on 11 September, making the party 
the second largest in the Parliament 
after the Social Democrats, who have 
run a centre-left government for the 
past eight years. 

The right-wing bloc achieved 49.6% of 
the vote, with the left bloc gaining 48.9%. 
The period of negotiation that followed 
the results has seen the leader of the 
Social Democrats and the country’s 
first female Prime Minister, Magdalena 
Andersson, resign along with Annie L66f, 
leader of the Centre Party. 

On 17 October, the expected outcome 
was announced, with Ulf Kristersson, 
leader of the Moderate party, becoming 
Prime Minister in a centre-right coalition 
with the Christian Democrats and the 
Liberals. As predicted, the parties would 


not agree to be in a coalition involving 
the SD, even though the latter had polled 
more than the coalition parties. 

It may be good news that the far-right 
SD is not formally part of the coalition, 
but a deal had to be done with the party, 
which included tougher immigration 
policies and greater police powers, as 
well as forcing the coalition to promise 
tax cuts and to cap benefits. 

The SD was formed in 1988, but 
it took the party until 2010 to garner 
enough support to elect 20 MPs, 
including its leader Jimmie Akesson. 
Since making the leap to electoral 
success, the party’s share of the vote has 
grown, but it was not anticipated that it 
would become the second largest party in 
Parliament. 

The SD has always been anti- 
immigrant, but this election campaign 
saw it exploiting a rise in gun crime 


Magdalena 
Andersson (left) 
of the Social 
Democrats has 
been replaced as 
Prime Minister 
by Ulf Kristersson 
(centre) of the 
Moderate party, 
with the danger 
that Jimmie 
Akesson’s (right) 
far-right Swedish 
Democrats will 
now have a 
decisive influence 


and gang violence to peddle stronger 
arguments that resonated with the 
electorate. It has specifically cited Islam 
as being problematic and has pushed 
the narrative that different cultures are 
unable to live together peacefully. 

Akesson, who was a member of the 
Moderate party in his youth, claims he 
joined the SD only when the hard core 
neo-fascist members had left. In 2012, 
the party claimed it had ‘zero tolerance’ 
on racism within its ranks. Akesson is 
openly anti-immigrant, conflating the 
rise in crime with the rise in the number 
of migrants. He thinks the SD’s success 
is because ‘people don’t think the other 
parties take their problems seriously’. 

The SD is not universally popular 
across Sweden, polling highest at 33% 
in the rural areas of the southern region 
of Skane, but gaining only 10% in the 
capital, Stockholm. Despite a majority of 
voters citing the environment as a high 
concern it did not feature in much of 
the election campaigning, with a focus 
on energy prices. The Green Party is the 
smallest group in Parliament, on 5.1%. 

SD leader since 2005, Akesson has 
been sitting in the Riksdag since 2010 
and is already making statements about 
the ‘paradigm’ shift in the Swedish 
government. The size of the SD vote 
makes it likely its MPs will gain positions 
on key committees. The SD is not only 
in favour of reducing the number of 
migrants, but also advocates repatriation. 
The coming months and years will see 
just how far the coalition will have to 
concede to a far-right agenda. 


Riot police weigh in on protest against Brothers of Italy 


AROUND 50 STUDENTS were 

confronted by police in riot gear, 

when they staged a peaceful protest 

against the attendance of Brothers of 

Italy politicians at a conference at the 

University of Sapienza campus in Rome. 
The protesters held up a large 

banner proclaiming ‘Fascists, get out of 
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Sapienza’. Footage of the event, which 
took place on 25 October, showed at 
least one student being dragged away 
and held on the ground, with reports 
of the police hitting the protesters 


with batons. 


The university complained about 
the heavy-handed policing, stating that 


it went against the university’s aim to 
allow ‘free debate’, which included the 
right of the students to object to the 
presence of elected members of the 
Brothers of Italy. 

Amnesty Italy also condemned the 
police action, stating that ‘peaceful 
protest is a fundamental right’. 


Autumn 2022 


4 
6 
P 
h 


Sinister echoes of 1936 


The Viva22 rally was a big success for Vox, raising its 
international profile and demonstrating that the party is 
a major political player in Spain. 

But it was the Viva22 cultural show that caused Vox 
significant political damage. Spanish media outlets 
reported that performers made jokes about sexual 
assault, feminism and LGBT+ groups. The band Los 
Meconios created a public furore when it performed 
the song ‘Let's Go Back to 36’, a reference to the year of 


Franco's coup. 


The music website RA states that the song include 
verses such as ‘we are ‘fachas” - a slang term for ‘fascist’ 
- and comparisons between Spain’s current centre-left 
coalition government and the Popular Front that held 
power in the lead-up to the Civil War. 

Spain’s Association for the Recovery of Historical 
Memory is calling on the state prosecutors office to file 
hate crime charges against Vox. 


The ‘monsters’ are getting organised 


THE VIVA22 RALLY, organised by the 
far-right Vox party in October, drew 
crowds of 15,000 and attracted most of 
the key figures of the global far right. 

Billed as a ‘celebration of Spanish 
heritage and history’, speakers included 
Donald Trump, Hungary’s Viktor 
Orban, Poland’s Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki and the ‘new 
fascist kid on the block’, Italian Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni. It is the latest 
example of a cross-fertilisation between 
authoritarian populists, such as Trump 
and Orban, and parties with fascists 
roots, such as the League in Italy, led by 
Matteo Salvini, and National Rally in 
France, led by Marine Le Pen. 

One of the salient features of the 
contemporary far right is its willingness 
to adopt the political ideologies, 
strategies and tactics of its many different 
and at times hostile traditions. No longer 
is there clear blue water between the 
populists and parties with fascist roots. 

Since its founding in 2013, Vox has 
grown to become the third largest party 
in Spain, currently holding 52 of 350 
seats in the lower house. It is also a junior 
partner in the regional government of 
Castile and Leon. 

Speakers at the rally focused on three 
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key far-right tropes: immigration, the 
family and defence of nations’ borders. 

Trump declared in his video message: 
‘We have to make sure that we protect 
our borders, and we do lots of very good 
conservative things.’ Orban was more 
coherent: ‘We cannot allow millions 
of immigrants to rush across the EU 
member states. We must stand up for our 
traditions, our cultures and defend our 
children and families against globalist 
ideologies.’ 

Vox leader Santiago Abascal welcomed 
Poland’s Prime Minister to the stage. 
Revelling in the adulation, Morawiecki 
declared: ‘We are all children of Christian 
civilisation, we cannot forget it...I will 
not apologise for the fact that I am a Pole, 
that I am a Christian, that Iam someone 
attached to such supposedly outdated 
values as the truth, freedom, solidarity 
and law and justice.’ 

Another key speaker was Brothers 
of Italy leader and newly elected Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni. Speaking in 
Spanish, she said, “We aren’t monsters, 
people understand that.’ She then 
declared: “Long live Vox, long live Spain, 
long live Italy, long live the Europe of 
patriots. Only by winning in our countries 
can Europe become a political giant that 


Old friends Vox 


leader Santiago 
Abascal (top 

left) welcomes 
Poland's Prime 
Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki to 
Viva22, with 
Chega leader 
André Ventura, 
dubbed the 
‘Portuguese 
Trump’ (top 
right), and one of 
the music events 
staged during the 
weekend 


we want, and not a bureaucratic giant.’ 

The importance of these rallies is more 
than just electoral solidarity: Orban, 
Morawiecki and Le Pen are trying to 
develop an alternative far-right power 
block in Europe. To this end they are 
developing links with parties with a 
fascist heritage such as Vox and the 
Brothers of Italy. 

A summit of so-called ‘conservative 
leaders’ took place in Madrid in January 
this year. The meeting was hosted by Vox 
and in attendance was Europe’s far-right 
triumvirate: Orban, Morawiecki and Le 
Pen. Also present were representatives 
from Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Estonia, 
Lithuania, Romania and the Netherlands. 
In July, the triumvirate declared it 
was creating a ‘Grand Alliance’ in the 
European Parliament. 

As we have reported in previous issues 
of Searchlight, one of the main stumbling 
points for the creation of this coalition 
is its relationship with Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia. Although Orban and Le Pen 
have been happy to court Putin’s favour, 
Morawiecki is openly hostile towards the 
regime. If reports are correct, ‘conflict 
avoidance’ is the way the triumvirate will 
overcome this issue. 

Martin Smith 
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Reports rou nd-up By Gerry Gable 


Police pressure speeds up action to 
ban far-right social media users 


By Siobhan Hyland 


n May, contents of a WhatsApp chat 
I group alleged to be associated with 

the Alternative for Germany (AfD) 
were leaked. The group chat contained 
the unadulterated messages reportedly 
exchanged between 76 AfD MPs. 

The posts were exchanged between 
2017 and 2021 and said to contain 
calls for Angela Merkel, Germany’s 
Chancellor at the time, to be imprisoned. 
In addition, there were discussions of a 
homophobic nature, and talks of armed 
resistance. There was also discussion 
about the Querdenker movement (which 
Searchlight has covered in previous 
issues), the COVID-19 denial group. AfD 
was reported to be discussing how to 
position itself in terms of this group. 

There was also criticism of AfD itself, 
with one message stating that it had 
been described as a ‘chaos outfit’. Since 
the leak, and the ensuing fallout, the 
party has switched to using the Telegram 
app, popular among far-right groups. 

In January, according to dw.com, the 
German Federal Criminal Police hit out 
at Telegram, stating that it was too slow 
to delete extreme far-right content. The 
country’s Federal Police are reported to 


have taken a more sustained approach 
and are reporting cases more regularly in 
the hope that Telegram will act swiftly. 

This is paying off, as channels 
belonging to a German Covid-19 denier 
have been blocked. In February, Attila 
Hildmann’s channels were closed down 
due to a violation of local law. At the 
same time, in Bavaria, a 59-year-old 
man’s house was raided, and hard drives 
confiscated. It is said he was spreading 
anti-Semitic content online, which can 
carry a five-year prison sentence. 


Electoral blow 
Over the summer, the AfD party found 
itself in crisis. In the west of Germany, it 
suffered a blow to its electoral success. 
Tino Chrupalla, AfD chairman, stated 
that it needed to look to the east of the 
country for inspiration. 

By way of example, the election 
in North Rhine-Westphalia saw it 
achieve just over 5% of the votes. This 
is important because, if this percentage 
is attained, it gains representation in 
the state parliament. The policies to 
help achieve more votes have not been 
explained, however. The vote in the east 
is more than 20%, therefore they would 
have a lot of work to do to match this. 


Russia visit 

According to several German news 
sources, AfD had recently planned to 
make a visit to the Russian occupied 
territories of Ukraine, allegedly 
sponsored by the Kremlin. It was then 
cancelled due to widespread protest. 

The reason given for the trip was for 
AfD ‘to get its own understanding of what 
is going on in the area’. Objections to the 
trip came in the form of the Ukrainian 
ambassador in Berlin, who asked for 
the Federal Office for the Protection of 
the Constitution to take action against 
the three MPs rumoured to be going. 
Criticism of the trip stated that the 
mission could pose a risk to German 
consensus over the war in Ukraine. 


Sweets anyone? 

Finally, a departure from our normal 
coverage about far-right politics in 
Germany. According to a Twitter post, 
the AfD ordered promotional material 

in Lower Saxony, as German residents 
went to the polls in October. According 
to the tweet, AfD had ordered sweets that 
supposedly looked like its logo. However, 
when the sweets arrived, they did not 
resemble the symbol of a red tick, but 
were jelly sweets in the shape of a penis. 


NorSCARF activists keep up fight against racism and fascism 


SEARCHLIGHT WAS DELIGHTED 

to speak at the NorSCARF AGM on 8 
October 2022, where activists re-elected 
their committee and agreed priorities 
for yet another year of campaigning. 
North Staffordshire Campaign against 
Racism and Fascism (CARF) has been 
active for well over 40 years and is the 
only remaining local CARF organisation 
in the UK. 

Activists met in person, in Hanley, and 
online. NorSCARF would have been at its 
busiest when contending with the British 
National Party, from 2002, which saw 
the election of its first councillor and then 
nine in 2008, to campaigning against the 
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BNP in a parliamentary by-election in 
2017 when the BNP fielded a candidate. 


During periods of campaigning against 


the BNP Stoke was also targeted by the 
English Defence Leagues (EDL), and on 
a few occasions counter-protestors were 
seriously outnumbered by the EDL. 

On 23 January 2010 at least 1,500 
EDL activists descended on Hanley. 
These were challenging times for Stoke 
and the fact that NorSCARF remained 
active throughout is a testament to all 
those who kept the campaign operating 
through good times and bad. 

NorSCARF has continued to expose 
ex-BNP members and candidates when 


they have stood for office. We think it 
is fair to say that it was the relentless 
campaigning of NorSCARF that led to 
former BNP parliamentary candidate 
Melanie Baddeley standing down as 
deputy mayor in 2020 when she was 
poised to become the mayor. 

The fact that process dictates that 
the deputy mayor automatically takes 
over as mayor did not deter NorSCARF 
activists. Their doggedness meant that 
Baddeley’s position became untenable: 
whether she chose to or was encouraged 
to step down is debatable. Searchlight 
will continue to be proud of our long- 
standing connection with NorSCARF. 
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Naked migrants 
found on Greek- 
Turkish border 


THE UN REFUGEE agency UNHCR 
has called for an urgent investigation 
after 92 migrants were found on the 
Greek side of the Greek-Turkish border 
close to the river Evros. 

Shocking reports said that the men, 
most of them from Afghanistan and 
Syria, had been found naked, with 
some described as having injuries. The 
UNHCR said it was “deeply distressed 
by the shocking reports and images”, 
which came to light on 14 October. 

Greek police claimed the men told the 
them that Turkish officials had forced 
them to strip naked, before taking them 
to the border. Once there they were 
made to get into rubber dinghies and 
told to cross over to Greece. 

Greece and Turkey blamed each other 
for the plight of the men. This is not 
the first such incident on the border 
near the Evros — the two countries 
consistently trade accusations about 
the shameful and inhuman treatment 
of migrants. 


Lifetime ban for Nazi 
salute at Oz Cup 


SIDNEY UNITED 58 were put on notice 
by Football Australia in October after 
reports that their fans had displayed nazi 
symbols and made Nazi salutes during 
an Australia Cup game. 

One fan has been banned for life for 
performing a ‘fascist salute’. The FA 
is working with the New South Wales 
police to identify others from footage and 
said it would undertake an investigation 
into the incident. 

There were reports that the indigenous 
‘welcome to country’ ceremony had also 
been drowned out by boos and chanting 
by some of the crowd. 

Sidney United 58, a semi-professional 
side, said it has ‘zero tolerance’ to racism. 
Fans of the team, previously called 
Sydney Croatia, were said to have been 
reciting a chant used by the far right in 
Croatia in the 1930s. 
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Brazilians tell Bolsanaro: 
it’s time for you to go 


THE BRAZILIAN PEOPLE finally got 
to tell Jair Bolsanaro to go, when Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, or Lula, took 50.9% 
of the vote in the second round of the 
Brazilian elections on 30 October. 

In the first round of elections on 
2 October, Lula had been expected 
secure over 50% of the vote and return 
to his role as president after four years 
of Bolsanaro’s chaotic and destructive 
rule. He achieved 48.4% of the vote, but 
Bolsanaro fared better than expected, 
gaining 43.2% of the vote as opposed to 
the predicted 37% share. 

Lula was expected to pick up more 
votes in the second round from the 
other contenders, but it was a huge 
disappointment that there was a four- 
week delay before Lula’s supporters 
could celebrate his return as president. 

However, this good news aside, Lula 
will face problems in the Senate, with 
Bolsanaro’s so-called Liberal Party 
securing 19 of the 27 Senate seats, as 
well as a significant number in the 
lower house. Among those elected to the 
Senate was Sergio Moro, Bolsanaro’s 
former justice minister and the judge 
responsible for temporarily imprisoning 


Lula. In the lower house, seats were 
won by former health minister Eduardo 
Pazuella and former environment 
minister Ricardo Salles. 

During the pandemic, Pazuella saw 
an estimated 700,000 Brazilians die 
from Covid-19. Like Bolsanaro, he failed 
to promote a vaccination programme, 
recommending treatments such as 
hydroxychloroquine. Salles, who had 
to resign when accused of allowing the 
export of illegally felled timber from the 
Amazon, was also elected to the lower 
house. Lula will be returning at a difficult 
time and will encounter many obstacles 
to passing legislation. 

Of major concern is that Bolsanaro 
repeatedly indicated during the election 
campaign that he would not accept a win 
by Lula. There are genuine concerns that, 
if he publicly denounces the election 
result, his supporters may mount a 6 
January-style attack. 

Searchlight is going to press as the 
results of the second round come in. 

The coming days and months will be 
tumultuous for the people of Brazil, 
whether they are celebrating Lula’s 
return or lamenting the fall of Bolsanaro. 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Anti-fascists rejoice as 
Robinson’s latest rally 
fails to draw a crowd 


By Paul Sillett 


FOR THE FOURTH time this year in 
Telford, Tommy Robinson, aka Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon held a showing of his 
so-called documentary Rape of Britain. 
The latest event, staged on 4 September, 
had the lowest turnout yet, a sign of 

his waning ability to mobilise on the 
streets, although he has a wide reach 
online. Around 250 came for the stunt, 
nearly two thirds down on his first rally 
in January. Nevertheless, it was an 
unwelcome intrusion in Telford. 

Purportedly concerned about sexual 
abuse, which has a long history of official 
cover-up locally, his film features some 
appalling cases. 

Robinson has constantly racialised 
such crimes. The run-up to the latest 
event saw his social media refer 
repeatedly to ‘Pakistani rape gangs’. 
There is no mention that most sexual 
abuse by gangs involves white men. 
Robinson moreover, from his early 
English Defence League (EDL) days, 
has been friends with convicted far-right 
abusers. 

His followers indulged in the usual 
anti-Muslim bile and Robinson, who 
swallows his own hype, looked upset by 
the low attendance at a so-called national 
event. It was a motley crew. His base is 
now composed of random individuals 


and conspiratorial thugs. It is a long fall 
from EDL days, let alone the big ‘Free 
Tommy’ marches of 2018. 

No far-right figure of any substance 
(sic) attended the latest event and at 
times Robinson cut a lonely figure. By 
contrast, anti-fascists rallied to a police- 
designated point, adjacent to Robinson’s 
hate rally. Two outstanding speeches 
were made by abuse survivors. 

Civil Service union PCS activist 
Tracy Abrahams and historian Louise 
Raw, spoke of the pain they had 
experienced and their anger over the 
cynical manipulation of survivors by 
opportunists such as Robinson. Trade 
unionists, including those from the local 
Shropshire and Telford Trades Union 
Council, were central to the anti-fascist 
opposition. National speakers from the 
PCS and teachers’ union NEU also spoke. 

Despite heavy policing in the run-up to 
the counter-demonstration, Robinson’s 
rump was well opposed and young 
people joined the anti-fascist rally. Some 
local officials would like Robinson to 
vanish and, privately, the police have said 
they are tiring of his presence. However, 
their actions towards anti-fascists on the 
day will win them few friends. 

Despite his continued enthusiasm to 
seek a street presence, Robinson may 
realise that his online presence may, 
literally, be more profitable for him. 


Credit in achieving this outcome must 
go, in particular, to local anti-fascists, 
who have not only faced down the far 
right, but also withstood pressure not 
to mobilise, which would have enabled 
Robinson to spew his bile in the town 
centre. Instead, he left several hours 
later little better off politically speaking, 
than when he arrived. Admirers such 
as the so-called Voice of Wales also had 
a wasted trip. Robinson is talking of 
returning to Telford, but this may be pure 
rhetoric in view of the mass anti-fascist 
mobilisations against him. 

In the short term, a vacuum on 
the extreme right is partially filled by 
Robinson. There may come a time when 
his one-trick pony routine is superseded 
by more substantial figures, such as those 
from the populist right. Nigel Farage, 

a far more serious potential threat, is 
looking to mobilise support as the cost 
of living bites. Were this to happen, 
Robinson would certainly suffer. 

However, recent strikes by staunch 
anti-fascists, such as postal and rail 
workers, are evidence of the forces that 
can defeat Robinson and his ilk. 


Fascists who printed 3D gun parts and lauded terror acts jailed 


FOUR MEMBERS OF a ‘fascist-cell’ who 
printed 3D gun parts were jailed for a 
total of 31 years between them. Daniel 
Wright, Liam Hall and Stacey Salmon, 
all from Keighley, and Samuel Whibley, 
from Anglesey, operated via a Telegram 
channel named Oaken Hearth. 

An undercover police officer infiltrated 
the group, leading to the arrests and 
charges on a total of 18 offences. 

The Telegram channel was set up 
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by Whibley in January 2021. The four 
used a private chat function, posting 
videos of right-wing terror acts such as 
mass shootings and praising as ‘saints’ 
those who undertook such killings. 
They advocated violent acts and were 
collecting weapons and chemicals. 
They had begun using a 3D printer to 
make gun parts: a partially constructed 
gun was found at the home of Hall 
and Salmon. 


Whibley was jailed for 10 years, after 
being found guilty of eight terrorism 
offences. Hall received a sentence of 
6 years, after being found guilty of 
manufacturing a firearm and possessing 
one. Wright was jailed for 12 years 
after being found guilty of seven 
offences, including manufacture of a 
firearm. Salmon was found guilty of 
possessing a firearm and was sentenced 
to 3 years. 
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Inquest opens into fatal shooting, 
as Met suspends officer involved 


he Metropolitan Police has 
suspended the officer involved 

in the fatal shooting of Chris 
Kaba in September. Mr Kaba died when 
his car ‘was rammed and boxed in’ by 
police, following which the officer had 
fired the fatal single shot through the 
driver’s side of the windscreen. 

The 24-year-old was unarmed. The 
inquest into Mr Kaba’s death, which 
opened on 4 October, has heard that he 
was not a suspect when police had been 
following his car in Streatham. 

The Independent Office for Police 
Conduct (IOPC) launched a homicide 
investigation four days after the 
shooting, which is expected to take 
6-9 months and will consider whether 
race was a factor in any of the decision- 
making by officers on that day. 

On 12 September following several 
mass public demonstrations, the officer 
was suspended. Some firearms officers 
have described the decision as pandering 


to public opinion and suggested they 
might refuse to carry arms. 

A Met Police statement acknowledged 
that the ‘loss of public confidence’ was 
a factor in the decision to suspend 
the officer, but also that the IOPC had 
launched a homicide investigation. 

The statement was delivered by 
Assistant Commissioner Amanda 
Pearson. It was the first day in post 
for incoming Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner, Sir Mark Rowley, who 
had his own first statement to make. He 
said that one of his key tasks is to restore 
public confidence through a ‘journey of 
reform to renew policing by consent’. 
The Metropolitan Police remains under 
‘special measures’. 

On 21 September, Mr Kaba’s family 
were finally allowed to watch the 
bodycam footage of the fatal shooting 
and the same day they met with Sir Mark 
Rowley and IOPC Director General 
Michael Lockwood. 


Jefferson Bosela, Mr Kaba’s cousin 
who is acting as family spokesperson, 
in an exclusive interview with the Daily 
Mirror made clear, having viewed 
‘some’ of the footage, that the family was 
pushing ‘full steam ahead’ for the legal 
process to proceed. Mr Kaba’s mother, 
Helen Nkama, stated after the viewing 
that her heart had ‘already broken’, but 
she now wanted ‘justice’. 

Mr Bosela was concerned that 
reporting of the fact that the family were 
stepping back from media interviews 
after viewing the footage may have led 
people to conclude that the family had 
changed their views after watching 
the footage. 

He wanted to make clear that their 
campaign to find the truth would be 
unrelenting and, if the family felt that 
they were not being kept informed or 
there were unnecessary delays, they 
would again begin press interviews and 
turn to public protest. 


Activists and researchers mark 50 years of the IRR 


ANTI-RACISM ACTIVISTS, researchers 
and writers from across fields and 
different locations came together in 
October to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Institute of Race Relations (IRR). 
A theme running throughout the day of 
the conference, entitled ‘New Circuits of 
Anti-Racism’, was the enduring influence 
of A Sivanandan. In 1972, Sivanandan led 
IRR staff and a majority of members in 
a remarkable ‘coup’, which had resulted 
in the transformation of the IRR from a 
‘neutral’ establishment and corporation- 
funded body to one that was a radical and 
explicitly anti-racist think-tank. 
Conference speakers recalled how his 
analysis of institutional state racism had 
provided them with a clearer focus for 
their work to support communities in 
resistance. However, it was recognised 
the anniversary was ‘not for reminiscing, 
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but recommitting’ the IRR to its 
principles in today’s changing world. 
International speakers illustrated 
some of the changes that have occurred 
in the ‘global world order’, and the 
need to adopt a radical internationalist 
approach to build coalitions of mutual 
support. There was discussion of the new 
types of imperialism that are interacting 
with growing European nationalisms. A 
new concern is the evidence that some 
European states are rewriting their 
involvement in the Holocaust. 
The keynote conversation was 
with two American writer-activists, 
Professor Barbara Ransby and lawyer 
Derecka Purnell. They discussed the 
US abolitionist movement, which 
they described as the black struggle to 
dismantle the institutionally racist US 
criminal justice system. In a parallel 


to 19th century ‘abolition’ — aimed not 
only at ending slavery, but achieving 
black freedom — 21st-century ‘abolition’ 
aims to free black people from the 
harm that the US police and the 
nation’s prisons perpetrate against 
them. The abolitionists’ aim is not to 
promise a world without harm, but the 
gradual dismantling of the apparatus 
of the criminal justice system and its 
replacement by community-developed, 
accountable responses to harm, 
protection and deterrence. 

Speakers in the final session, ‘Anti- 
racist organising today’, emphasised that 
communities have a central role to play. 
Academics should strive for solidarity 
with communities and use their research, 
positions of privilege and other resources 
to serve and empower communities. 

Barbara Cohen 
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Rwanda plans 
at an impasse 


A successful campaign resulted in airlines pulling the plug 
on deportation flights. With judgement pending as to their 
legality, Cathy Pound discusses the latest developments 


n 21 October 2022, as the 
High Court judgement 
on two challenges to the 
Rwanda scheme was due, 
came the news that the 
Spanish charter company Privilege Style 
airline had withdrawn from operating 
flights to deport asylum-seekers to 
Rwanda for the UK government. 
Opponents of the scheme were also 
closely following the departure of Priti 
Patel as Home Secretary, the antics of 
her successor Suella Braverman, swiftly 
followed by caretaker Home Secretary 
Grant Shapps. As Searchlight prepared 
to go to press the new Tory Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak announced the 


reappointment of Braverman to the post. 


Those opposing the Rwanda scheme 
are not likely to be relying on changes 
within the Cabinet to bring about a 
change in overall immigration policy. 
The new Prime Minister and his Home 
Secretary are facing so many pressures, 
primarily the economy, that there could 
be another U-turn on the scheme, which 
is not only costly but totally ineffective 
as a deterrent. The final nail in the coffin 
for the scheme could be the simple 
fact that no airline is now willing to 
undertake the deportation flights. 


Legal challenge 

The legal challenge by Civil Service 
union PCS, Care4Calais, Detention 
Action and four asylum-seekers facing 
removal to Rwanda returned to the High 
Court on 5 September, the day that Liz 
Truss won the Tory Party leadership 
and became, as we now know, the 
country’s shortest lived PM. The 

case rests on a number of arguments. 
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The first is that the policy as a whole 
is unlawful under international refugee 
law. The UN 1951 Refugee Convention 
states that ‘subject to specific exceptions, 
refugees should not be penalised for 
their illegal entry or stays’. The second 
is that Rwanda is not a safe ‘third 
country’. Raza Husain KC, representing 
the challengers, stated in court that 
*... Rwanda is a one-party authoritarian 
state that does not tolerate political 
opposition. It is a regime that repeatedly 
imprisons, tortures and murders those it 
thinks [are] its political opponents.’ 

A third line of argument is that 
the policy breaches Article 3 of the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights, namely that ‘no one shall be 
subjected to torture or inhumane or 
degrading treatment or punishment’. 

Sir James Eadie QC, representing 
the Home Secretary (Patel at the time), 
argued that Rwanda was a ‘respected 
sovereign state’. Arguing that the UN 
Refugee agency UNHCR ‘does not have 
judicial or quasi judicial status’, he 
asserted that the court had the power 
to assess and determine the legality 
of the government scheme. In other 
words, it did not have to give undue 
weight to evidence already presented 
to the court by the UNHCR, namely 
that the scheme was ‘incompatible with 
UK’s fundamental obligations’ and that 
Rwanda ‘lacks irreducible minimum 
components of an accessible, reliable, 
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fair and efficient asylum system’. 
Eadie was at pains to state that 
the Rwandan government knew it 
had be robust and fair in its asylum 
processing and, in return, the UK had 
to ensure people were transferred 
to Rwanda ‘safely’. Eadie added that 
the scheme would be ‘carefully and 
independently monitored’ referring 
to a ‘bespoke monitoring committee’. 
He acknowledged the UN refugee 
agency would continue to scrutinise the 
scheme if the court found in favour of 
the government. 


Judgement delay 
The PCS/Care4Calais case continued, 
with no outcome at the week’s 
conclusion. Mr Justice Swift and 
Lord Justice Lewis announced that 
they would hear the case brought by 
the charity Asylum Aid and deliver a 
judgement on both cases at a later date. 
‘We will want to consider very carefully 
all the evidence and all the arguments ... 
It is going to take a little bit of time.’ 
The Asylum Aid case was heard on 
13-14 October and focused on the 
process by which people are selected 


The UN 1951 Refugee Convention states that ‘subject 
to specific exceptions, refugees should not be 
penalised for their illegal entry or stays’ 
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43 days 


to be placed on the Rwanda scheme. 
The court heard that people arriving on 
a Channel boat crossing could be on a 
plane to Rwanda within ‘two or three 
weeks’ of arrival. Asylum Aid argued 
this is insufficient time for people to 
make representation ahead of the one- 
way flight. 

The fact that asylum seekers arriving 
in the UK continue to receive notices 
that they will be removed to Rwanda 
indicates that the Home Office wants to 
be ready to enact Braverman’s ‘dream’ 
of that first flight taking off, should the 
High Court rule in the government's 
favour. It remains to be seen what 
solution the government might attempt 
in the absence of a commercial airline 
willing to operate the flights. 


Disproportionate 
International rankings place Rwanda 
among the poorest nations in the world, 
yet it has almost double the population 
density of Britain. In contrast, the UK 
is ranked among the top 20 richest 
countries in the world. Figures show that 
85% of the world’s refugees are located 
in developing countries, with the richest 
nations hosting only 15% of refugees. 
There is no basis for the government 
to think that Rwanda can better cope 
with supporting asylum-seekers than 
the UK, unless the deterrent factor is its 
priority. What is not openly stated, but 


Autumn 2022 


7 days 


Riders on the 
Home Secretary 
merry-go-round 
(left to right): 

Priti Patel, Suella 
Braverman, Grant 
Shapps and 

back to Suella 
Braverman 


is in no doubt, is that the main rationale 
for the policy is to show the voting public 
that the government is being ‘tough’ on 
immigration — and this message may 
serve its purpose, whether or not any 
flights go ahead. It is certainly not saving 
money, with payments already made to 
the Rwandan government. 

Patel continually rejected the 
jurisdiction of the European Court 
of Human Rights (ECHR) when it 
intervened to stop the first flight to 
Rwanda on 14 June, a ruling that 
delivered a very public humiliation. 

By the end of the September hearing, 
Patel was out of the Cabinet. She had 
stayed loyal to Johnson until the last 
minute, when something compelled 
her to advise him that his time was up. 
Truss, in her previous post as Foreign 
Secretary, had wholeheartedly and 
very publicly supported Patel’s Rwanda 
scheme, but apparently not Patel herself. 
Braverman, who took over from Patel 
on 6 September had been outspoken in 
wanting to limit immigration to the UK. 
In her previous role as Attorney General, 
she saw leaving the ECHR as the clearest 
route to enabling the UK to determine 
its own immigration policy. 

Braverman was so dedicated to her 
‘dream’ of the first Rwanda flights and 
outdoing Patel by setting a target of zero 
boat crossings that, when faced with 
relaxing some immigration plans as 


part of Truss’s ‘growth’ agenda, she 
preferred to fall on her sword. She 
resigned after 43 days in office, 
no doubt in the knowledge 
that Truss was hanging on 
by a thread, which broke 
the following day when 
Truss in turn resigned. 


Grounded 

Organisations and 

charities supporting 

refugees do not hold 

out much hope that 

there will be a change 

in policy from the Sunak 
administration, nor are 

they relying on the two legal 
challenges as the sole way 

to halt the Rwanda scheme, 
despite their success in halting 
the first flight on the runway at 
the eleventh hour. 

Freedom from Torture and 
The Joint Council for the Welfare 
of Immigrants ran a successful social 
media and letter-writing campaign 
targeting airlines that have previously 
operated deportation flights, with the 
result that Titan Airways and AirTanker 
ruled themselves out of operating the 
Rwanda flights. 

The aircraft grounded in June 
belonged to Privilege Style, which has 
now also pulled out. At least 7,000 
letters were written as part of the mass 
campaign, with activists urging high- 
profile Spanish football teams to cease 
using Privilege Style. Activists outside 
a Real Madrid v Barcelona match in 
Madrid on 16 October held banners that 
read: ‘Don’t fly with Privilege Style while 
they profit from refugees’ pain.’ On 21 
October, Privilege Style wrote directly 
to Freedom from Torture, stating that 
it ‘hereby wishes to communicate the 
following: that it will not operate flights 
to Rwanda in the future’. 

The wait is now on for Mr Justice 
Swift and Lord Justice Lewis to 
announce their judgements, while 
the boat crossings continue despite 
worsening seasonal weather conditions. 

On a more positive note, there is a 
second piece of good news: a ban on 
food distribution to refugees in Calais 
has been lifted. Care4Calais is collecting 
money for food parcels, as well as 
co-ordinating the collection of warm 
and waterproof clothing. @ 
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Ahero of anti-racist struggle 


he team were all saddened 

to hear of the passing of 

yet another old friend of 

Searchlight on 7 October 
2022. Searchlight worked with Avtar 
throughout his time at the Indian 
Workers’ Association (IWA) and had 
spent time with him more recently when 
we gathered at the restored gravestone 
of former Searchlight editor Maurice 
Ludmer in 2019. 

Avtar and Maurice were in the 
Communist Party of Great Britain 
(CPGB) together more than 50 years 
ago; in fact, Maurice was one of the 
party members deputed to make contact 
with Avtar when he arrived in the West 
Midlands as a young immigrant from the 
Punjab in 1958. 

Avtar was already a member of the 
Indian Communist Party and had sent 
his details to the British party. The 
other party member who turned up on 
Avtar’s doorstep with Maurice in 1958 
was Jagmohan Joshi. Together, he and 
Avtar would shortly afterwards set up 
the Birmingham branch of the WA 
and pioneer the struggle of immigrant 
workers against racism both in the 
workplace and in wider society. 

Together with Maurice, who was to 
leave the CP around this time, they were 
founder members of the Co-ordinating 
Committee Against Racial Discrimination 
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in 1961 and played a heroic part in the 
early days of the anti-racist struggle. 

Avtar worked in the foundry industry 
and was instrumental in the unionisation 
of the workforce. He despised 
sectarianism and worked with countless 
anti-racist groups, including the CARF 
[Campaign Against Racism and Fascism] 
network. He helped lead the campaign 
against racial segregation in pubs and 
housing in the West Midlands. It was 
during this period that he was involved in 
Malcolm X’s visit to Smethwick in 1965 
and he appears alongside Malcolm X in 
the stained-glass window in the Red Lion 
pub that commemorates the visit. 

Avtar was later to teach Trade Union 
Studies at Birmingham’s South and 
City College and was instrumental 
in establishing the TUC Black 
Workers Conference, in the face of 
considerable opposition. 

In 1976, the Birmingham Post 
launched a scurrilous attempt to witch- 
hunt Maurice and Searchlight. Colin 
Jordan, the former leader of the British 
Movement, had brought a legal action for 
criminal libel against the magazine. It was 
thrown out of court, but the Post used 
the occasion to denounce Searchlight 
as a ‘false friend’ of which ‘citizens of all 
colours should be very wary’. 

The IWA under Joshi and Avtar 
galvanised other immigrant and 


Avtar speaking 


(above left) at 

a May Day rally 
in Birmingham 
and (above, far 
right) at the 
rededication 

in 2019 of 

the restored 
gravestone 

of former 
Searchlight editor 
Maurice Ludmer, 
led by Searchlight 
editor Gerry 
Gable (centre) 


anti-racist groups to speak out, 
issuing a forthright statement in 
Maurice’s defence: 

‘,.. As for the editorial in the 
Birmingham Evening Post [sic], headed 
“False Friends”, we know who they 
are and as far as we are concerned, 
Searchlight is not amongst them. We 
certainly have more confidence in that 
publication than in the Birmingham 
Press about which we have had frequent 
occasions to complain. 

‘Maurice Ludmer, editor of Searchlight, 
is one of the few journalists in Britain 
whom immigrants can trust and support. 
He most certainly does not qualify as 
one who is “out to catch votes to increase 
their power”, quite the contrary. To our 
knowledge, over many years, he has 
withstood considerable pressure, threats 
and attempts and physical intimidation, 
all intended to silence him. It is precisely 
because of his long record in opposing 
racism, without using his position for self- 
gain, that he has our trust.’ 

Avtar was a giant of the trade 
union and anti-racist movement. Our 
condolences to his family and all those 
who knew him and worked with him over 
so many years. @ 

Cathy Pound and Andy Bell 


The Avtar Singh Jouhl Archive can be 
found on yumpu.com 
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The power of solidarity was reinforced 
when activists, academics and 
advocates involved in racial justice 
and migrant rights came together 

to share knowledge and discuss the 
issues. Barbara Cohen reports 


weekend summit on race 
equality and migrant 
rights aimed to share 
insights, consider 
opportunities and threats, 
and, as Runnymede Trust Head of 
Public Engagement John Page put 
it, ‘recognise that at times like these, 
what we do (or fail to do) can make a 
huge difference’. 

The main aims of the weekend, he 
added, was ‘to bring together migrants’ 
rights and racial justice advocates to 
explore what they had in common, with 
academics, activists and advocates to 
share the same space in the hope that 
they would learn from the different 
forms of knowledge each possessed’. 

Convened in September by the 
Runnymede Trust, the summit was 
attended by more than 500 people from 
across the UK. 

John set out the rationale for holding 
the event: “We wanted to create a 
platform for a diverse range of groups 
to share the insights they had to offer; 
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possible 


to think about the current opportunities 
and threats, and to recognise that at 
times like these, what we do (or fail 

to do) can make a huge difference. 


Perhaps more than anything, we wanted 


to show that you can be serious about 
these issues while still smiling.’ 

Runnymede’s partners for the 
summit were Liberty, the Joint 
Council for the Welfare of Immigrants, 
Manchester University’s Centre on 
the Dynamics of Ethnicity, the New 
Economics Foundation and law firm 
DLA Piper. The University of Leeds 
hosted the event. 

Halima Begum, Chief Executive 
and Director of the Runnymede Trust, 
opened the summit. She referred to 
high points in the history of black 
activism: the Pan-African movement 
in the 1920s, the American civil rights 
movement in the 1960s and Black Lives 
Matter today. 

She said: ‘Challenging racism on your 
own can be lonely, but together we can 
survive and now, believing in ourselves, 


Learning and 
sharing The 
workshops 
provided an 
opportunity 

to discuss a 
wide range of 
issues, ranging 
from racism 

in research 
and politics to 
policing and 
protecting 
asylum-seekers 


we can together learn to do more 
than survive.’ 

Asking for commitment by 
participants to an ethos of learning and 
sharing, respect, and recognition that 
none of us is perfect, she summarised 
her optimism for the conference, 
quoting Mann Booker Prize winner and 
activist Arundhati Roy: ‘Another world 
is not only possible, she is on her way. 
On a quiet day I can hear her breathing.’ 


Participation 
Throughout the weekend, the learning 
and sharing took place during 
six 90-minute sessions within 47 
workshops and, arguably, to an even 
greater degree, during the informal 
periods between workshops, at 
mealtimes, in lifts, on the stairs and 
when walking across the University of 
Leeds campus between buildings. 
From the outset, the emphasis was 
on wide participation. Workshops 
were devised by participants, including 
the partner organisations, academics, 
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specialist groups, anti-racism 
campaigns, and groups supporting 
refugees and other migrants. Within 
each of the six sessions, participants 
were able to choose a range of 
workshops to attend. 

Some workshops focused on 
overcoming current threats, for example 
‘Protecting young asylum seekers from 
the “hostile environment”’, ‘Barriers 
ethnic minorities face when entering the 
labour market’ or ‘Supporting forcibly 
displaced people’. The workshops 
considered positive action that had 
begun or had been called for, and 
ways to accelerate change, for example 
‘Why black representation matters 
in British politics’, ‘Racism, health 
and resilience’ and ‘Decolonising the 
curriculum — developing a culturally 
responsive pedagogy’. 

Other workshops enabled 
community-based participants to 
share their experiences in sessions 
that included “Becoming an anti- 
racist organisation’, “Education for 
liberation — the Brighton and Hove 
journey’ and ‘Why Project Ujima exists 
in Chapeltown’. In addition, a number 
of workshops enabled participants to 
share relevant specialist knowledge 
and experience on topics such as ‘What 
is the socio-economic duty and why 
does it matter?’ and “How can we use 
the Public Sector Equality Duty to 
tackle racial inequality in the criminal 
justice system?’ 


The workshops 
Research in context 
A workshop led by academics and 
students from several universities 
provided information on the impact 
of research on ethnic minority groups. 
They illustrated ways in which the 
continuing colonisation of research, 
used to extract information concerning 
a particular community without 
engagement or involvement of research 
subjects, could result in subjugation of 
the community. 

Decolonisation of research methods 
involves engaging a community in 
the design and conduct of research to 
ensure that the outcome is a resource 
that brings benefit to those who are the 
subjects of the research, as well as those 
undertaking the research. 

Researchers wanting to decolonise 
their work have been able to learn from 
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earlier feminist research methodology 
and research methods developed 

with indigenous peoples in the USA 
and Canada. 


Policing concerns 

A workshop on police in schools raised 
more questions than it answered. 

It was structured around questions 
put to three speakers, including a 
Runnymede Trust research officer/ 
former teacher and a councillor in the 
London Borough of Hackney, where 

a 15-year-old girl, known as Child Q, 
had been strip-searched by the police 
at her school without a parent or other 
appropriate adult being present. 

In response to Freedom of 
Information requests by Runnymede, 
police forces stated that ‘safer schools 
officers’ provide ‘protection, safety, 
deterrent and improved police- 
community relations’. 

Workshop participants disputed 
these benefits and speakers highlighted 


Halima Begum, 


Chief Executive 
and Director of 
the Runnymede 
Trust, stressed 
the power of 
taking actions 
together, while 
Runnymede 
Head of Public 
Engagement 
John Page said 
it was important 
to recognise that 
‘what we do (or 
fail to do) can 
make a huge 
difference’ 


the recently published report by 

the Children’s Commissioner of 

disproportionality in the strip-searching 

of children by the Metropolitan police: 

58% were black and in 23% of cases no 

appropriate adult was present. 

An ex-police officer reminded the 
workshop of the physically intrusive 
nature of a strip-search. These facts led 
to a number of questions: 

@ How do we protect our girls? 

@ Why were police invited into Hackney 
schools? 

@ Why should there be any expectation 
that a police service that is 
institutionally racist on the streets 
would behave any differently in 
multiracial schools? 

@ Were schools using police to 
compensate for reduced resources for 
pastoral care? 

@ Is this ever a suitable role for a police 
officer? 

@ Could a school be challenged when 
it decides to have a ‘safer schools 
officer’? 

@ If parents disagree, what can they do? 

@ Should parent governors hold senior 
staff to account for inviting police 
into the school? 

@ Howreceptive are senior staff to 
parents’ concerns? 

Even after the workshop had ended 
participants continued to discuss what 
the right answers might be to these 
complex questions. 


Litigation tool 

Liberty led an interactive workshop on 
using strategic litigation as a tool for 
change. Participants gained a clearer 
understanding of how judicial review 
could be used by organisations to 
challenge the decisions or policies of 
state bodies. 

For a judicial review to be used 
successfully an organisation’s campaign 
objective must be its starting point and 
a continuing point of reference in a 
step-by-step process. It is important that 
the process includes consideration of the 
following points: 


Why bring a judicial review? 

If a court rules that a state body — the 
police, a government department, a 
local authority, a school — has acted 
unlawfully, it can quash a decision 

or policy or order the state body to 
act differently. 
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‘Challenging racism on your own can be lonely, but 
together we can survive and now, believing in ourselves, 
we can together learn to do more than survive’ 


Does the organisation have reliable 
relevant evidence of an unlawful act or 
decision or policy by a state body? 
This could be unlawful discrimination 
or a breach of the public sector equality 
duty under the Equality Act 2010 or 

a breach of the Human Rights Act 
1998. Evidence could be found from 

an equality impact assessment or via 
Freedom of Information Act requests. 


Can the organisation apply for a 
judicial review? 

The organisation will need skilled legal 
advice and funding and, in most cases, a 
three-month time limit will apply. 


Does the organisation have the 
resources to bring a review? 
Litigation is a lengthy process, so this 
needs to be taken into consideration. 


Are there other options? 

Could the organisation, for example, use 
the threat of litigation to negotiate the 
change it wants to achieve? 


Will success in court achieve the 
campaign objective? 

Or, alternatively, could the state body 
make minor adjustments to bring itself 
within the law, for example, by following 
a correct procedure to make the same 


decision, but otherwise continue without 


substantive change? 


Connections 

Saturday evening’s performance of Just 
an Ordinary Lawyer, a play written 

by Tayo Aluko charting the travails of 
one Nigerian to become a barrister, was 
a fitting end to a full day. Participants 
were treated to Tayo in the role of 
Tunji Sowande, who had repeatedly 
encountered boorish racism but 
nonetheless was determined to become 
a barrister, subsequently becoming 
England’s first black judge. 

The following afternoon, the focus 
turned toward the future. In the closing 
plenary session, Halima Begum thought 
the conference had offered more than 
a ‘safe place for meeting people’. She 
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had experienced it as giving people 
new confidence and solidarity, and an 
appreciation of the power of coming 
together. She urged participants: ‘Let’s 
connect — let’s help each other.’ 

This reflected what had transpired 
earlier when participants had met in 
groups defined by the regions in which 
they live — London, Scotland, Wales, 
and different regions of England — to 
identify one strategic priority for the 
coming 12 months. The common 
theme of the groups was to maintain 
momentum and connections, and to 
work together. To make this happen 
there are plans to establish email 
networks in each region. 


Working together 

What did ‘We Move’ achieve? That 
this three-day conference on racial 
justice and migrants’ rights attracted 
500 participants should not be 
underestimated. The majority of those 
attending were people of colour, one 
quarter were aged 30 years or younger, 
with other age groups evenly spread, 
and nearly everyone who attended 
works in some capacity to secure 


racial justice and/or migrant rights. 

For most of the previous three years, 
participants had not been able to meet 
in groups of any size, even within their 
own organisations. They would have 
had no opportunity to encounter people 
from other organisations face to face to 
learn about shared goals, challenges and 
frustrations, and to explore potential 
collaborations. 

Some participants will have left 
Leeds dissatisfied that the three days 
had not resulted in a unanimous draft 
action plan. Perhaps this was never 
a real possibility — the gaps between 
groups were still too large and this first 
major coming together post-pandemic 
restrictions was all too brief. 

However, it is likely that most 
participants will have travelled home 
with renewed energy, commitment and 
greater confidence that the challenges 
they face — tackling institutionalised 
racism and racial injustice, securing safe 
lives and human rights for migrants — 
are not insuperable because they now 
know they are not alone. 

However, it is too soon to know 
whether new real examples of collective 
action will now follow. e 


Children’s Commissioner. Strip search 


of children by the Metropolitan Police 
Service - new analysis by the Children’s 
Commissioner for England. August 2022. 
https://tinyurl.com/cc-stripsearch-2022 


Just an 
Ordinary 
Lawyer cha 
the racism 
that one 


Nigerian 
encountere 
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An agenda for justice | 


Paul Jackson reports on the launch of a new research centre that will explore the links 
between policies, race and inequalities, promoting alliances between academics, and 
local and national organisations, with the aspiration of effecting change and racial justice 


n 12 September 2022, 

I was proud to launch 

the new Centre for the 

Advancement of Racial 

Equality (CARE) at the 
University of Northampton, along with 
many colleagues who are concerned with 
research into issue of race and racism. 

CARE aspires to offer leadership 
on achieving racial equality and, in 
particular, will help researchers to work 
with a range of organisations, from 
charities and campaigners to schools 
and local and national government. 

For the keynote talk, we were treated 
to a discussion from Professor Kalwant 
Bhopal, author of the White Privilege, 
which explores the links between 
neoliberal policies, race and inequalities. 
She spoke about the ways white privilege 
works in modern societies, clearly and 
plainly presenting reasons why we all 
have a role in acknowledging its impact. 

We cannot simply claim to be ‘colour 
blind’ and hope to overcome issues of 
racial inequality. Professor Bhopal was 
also clear that those on the political 
left, as well as right, need to think about 
how they must do more to promote 
racial justice. 

Patrice Seuweu, associate professor in 
learning and teaching at Northampton, 
and Nick Cartwright, senior lecturer in 
law at the University of Leeds, spoke 
about their initiative of an online Anti- 
Racist Book Club, highlighting that it 
was open to new members. They also 
stressed that CARE would be making an 
‘anti-racism bookshelf available at the 
university in the coming months, based 
on their Book Club. 

One of the central aspects of the 
new research centre is the way in 
which it seeks to build on existing 
work at the University of Northampton. 


Photos: CC BY 3.0/University of Northampton 
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CARE co-leads Paul Jackson and Michael 
Opoku Agyeman (top left and right); 
Anti-Racist Book Club co-hosts Patrice 
Seuweu and Nick Cartwright (above 

left and right); the launch event (main 
photo); Northampton vice-chancellor 
Anne-Marie Kilday (left), Morcea Walker of 
Northamptonshire Black History Association 
(centre) and lecturer Gemma Boaden 


Michael Opoku Agyeman, professor 
of computer engineering and my co-lead 
for CARE, and Gemma Boaden, senior 
lecturer in acting and drama, delivered 
a sample session from their Cultural 
Integration Workshops, which won a 
Changemaker award. 

This sparked some fascinating, 
thought-provoking discussion on 
cultural difference and highlighted 
the importance of these innovative 
sessions, which are now being developed 
for a range of organisations beyond 
the university. 

University of Northampton’s new 
vice-chancellor, Anne-Marie Kilday, 
joined the event at lunchtime to talk 


Northampton 
Centre for the Advancement 
of Racial Equality 


about some of the challenges facing 
higher education. She called on people 
at the university to renew efforts to 
decolonise their practices, which helped 
spark a detailed discussion on what this 
term meant and where taking the issue 
seriously might lead. 


Local links 
In the afternoon, there were more 
sessions showcasing aspects of the work 
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of CARE and relationships that the 
research centre is building locally. 
Morcea Walker of Northamptonshire 
Black History Association and Emer 
Grant of NN Contemporary spoke about 
a joint project to develop black history 
archives into a living, inspirational 
component of the community, based at 
a central art gallery. This project hopes 
to attract and inspire artists, while 
preserving the complex history of black 
people in Northamptonshire. 
Christopher Fray of 
Northamptonshire Rights and 
Equalities Council spoke powerfully 
about the council and its advocacy 
work. His talk highlighted the way that 
racism is embedded in many everyday 
practices and assumptions, as well 
as in institutions, emphasising that 
the language of anti-racism needs to 
be matched with tangible actions. As 
a research centre embedded in the 
community, CARE hopes to work with 
Northamptonshire Rights and Equalities 
Council in the coming months. 


Finally, Daniel Jones, Searchlight 
Collections Officer, spoke about the 
university’s Extreme Right Aware 
training packages, designed to upskill 
a range of organisations and allow 
them to understand the basics of the 
contemporary far right. He explained 
how such training can benefit many 
organisations, as well as how materials 
from the Searchlight Archive collection 
based at the university are used to 
develop the training packages. 

Throughout the day, the event 
was joined by around 70 people 
representing organisations from across 
Northamptonshire. 

In the coming years, we hope to 
develop the research centre into a 
meaningful and effective community of 
academics who can achieve significant 
impact and change. 

We are always looking to develop new 
partnerships and activities, so please get 
in touch if you would like to work with 
us. For further details about the work of 
CARE, visit https://pure.northampton. 
ac.uk/en/organisations/centre-for-the- 
advancement-of-racial-equality 


Paul Jackson is professor in the history 
of radicalism and extremism at the 
University of Northampton 
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The Anti-Racist 
Book Club 


Meets the last Tuesday of the month online at 19:30 


Contact lawnc@leeds.ac.uk for more information 


GARG! BHATTAGHARYYA 
ADAM ELLIOTT-COOPER 


WHITE 
FRAGILITY 


WHITE PEOPLE 
TALK ABOUT RACISM 


RGBIN DIANGELO 


NGUGI 
Dembnising he Vind 


PREJUDICE 


Understanding Britain's 
Extreme Right 


Paul Jackson 


@ 27 September The Good Ally 
by Nova Reid 
@ 25 October Pride in Prejudice 
by Paul Jackson 
@ 29 November Black and British: 
Treviilids A forgotten history by David 
While Black Olusoga 
@ 31 January Travelling While 
Black by Nanjala Nyabola 


from bystander to changemaker 


A guided anti-racism journey 


LLL 


lee 


Coalition of conspiracists 
bent on derailing elections 


As the trial of Oath Keepers involved in the January insurrection continues, an allied 
group is mobilising sheriffs to intervene in the mid-terms. Chuck Tanner reports 


s members of one far-right group dedicated 
to recruiting law enforcement and military 
personnel go on trial, an allied organisation 
is recruiting sheriffs to interfere in 

future elections. 

The seditious conspiracy trial of Oath Keepers leader 
Stewart Rhodes and four members is under way. These 
paramilitarists are accused of attempting to ‘stop the lawful 
transfer of presidential power’, by posting a ‘quick reaction 
force’ in Washington DC for a possible armed mobilisation, 
and, on 6 January 2021, forming ‘stacks’ that breached 
the US Capitol, co-ordinating their actions and using 
‘force against law enforcement officers’, according to the 
federal indictment. 

Testimony indicates that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was informed of this threat by an ‘increasingly 
alarmed follower’ in November 2020, including receiving 
information that Rhodes had told 100 telephone conference 
participants: “We’ve got to be in DC ... You’ve got to make 
sure that [Trump] knows that you are willing to die, to fight 
for this country.’ 

Rhodes hoped that incumbent President Donald Trump 
would invoke the Insurrection Act, authorising the use 
of the military to suppress insurrections under pressing 
circumstances, none of which include overturning elections. 
Rhodes wanted ‘some Oath Keepers to stay on the outside 
and to stay fully armed and prepared to go in armed if 
they have to’. 

Three Oath Keepers have pleaded guilty to seditious 
conspiracy and are co-operating with prosecutors. One said 
that Rhodes had ‘instructed [him] and others to be prepared 
and called upon to ... use lethal force if necessary’ to keep 
Trump in office. 

The US government’s record in prosecuting such cases 
against far rightists is poor, one well-known failure being the 
1987 trial of the neo-nazi underground group, The Order. 
Heard by an all-white jury, the case faltered after evidence 
was excluded for reasons that included constitutional 
protections, key white supremacist witnesses giving 
contradictory testimony, and prosecutorial bungling, as 
Leonard Zeskind describes in his book on the history of the 
far right, Blood and Politics. 
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This time, however, the insurrection went beyond 
conspiracy and subsidiary actions. Oath Keepers were 
captured on film charging the Capitol steps in formation, 
and evidence of their communications and co-ordination 
has surfaced. 


From Oath Keepers to sheriffs’ departments 
A related story has received less attention. The Constitutional 
Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association (CSPOA), long- 

allied with the Oath Keepers, is recruiting law officers and 
organising sheriffs to intervene in upcoming elections around 
‘election fraud’ conspiracies such as those that were behind 
the 6 January insurrection. 

The CSPOA is led by Richard Mack, a former Arizona 
sheriff and one-time Oath Keepers’ board member. Mack 
told news agency Reuters that he had left the Oath Keepers 
around 2015 when it had become too militant. However, 
evidence suggests that he has never really parted ways with 
the group. At the 2019 CSPOA national conference, Mack 
introduced Oath Keepers founder Rhodes as ‘my dear friend’, 
adding: ‘We have stood shoulder to shoulder in this battle for 
freedom.’ 

On 5 January 2021, the association’s national operations 
director Sam Bushman interviewed Rhodes when the 
Oath Keeper was en route to DC. Bushman asked if it were 
‘possible to have the right thing happen ... to stop vote 
fraud, and stop the deep state, without violence?’ Rhodes 
responded: ‘Only if President Trump uses his authority as the 
President’, by invoking the Insurrection Act. 

Rather than alert the CSPOA’s law enforcement contacts 
that Rhodes was on his way to Washington DC and predicting 
violence if the election did not go Trump’s way, Bushman 
made a fundraising pitch for the Oath Keepers, something he 
would repeat months later. 


Mack proposed, and Michigan Sheriff Dar 
Leaf endorsed, that the CSPOA handle the 
funding for creating a sheriff ‘task force’ 
to mobilise around ‘voter fraud’ 
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Despite — or because of — such 
incidents, the CSPOA has gained traction 
with law enforcement. The Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement, a 
state agency overseeing officer education, 
gives credit to officers attending CSPOA 
‘trainings’. The association claims it 
has some 300 officer members, but has 
not released any names. In 2019 and 
2020, 13 law officers from nine states 
attended the group’s national conference. 
According to the CSPOA, it has ‘trained’ 
officers in multiple states. 

The association pushes the idea that 
the county sheriff can trump federal 
authority, which derives from the actions 
of Posse Comitatus, a racist and anti- 
Semitic movement that emerged in 
the 1970s. Posse members engaged in 
multiple armed confrontations, frequently 
with law enforcement. They mobilised 
around farming issues in the 1980s and 
inspired a militia movement linked to the 
1995 Oklahoma City bombing. 

CSPOA ‘trainers’ include former 
Maryland leaders of the white nationalist 
League of the South and KrisAnne Hall, a far rightist who 
deems the 14th, 15th, and 19th Amendments to the US 
Constitution ‘unlawful’. 

The 14th and 15th Amendments, passed during the 
post-Civil War Reconstruction, represented the US’s first 
significant steps away from abject white supremacy, providing 
a federal role-enforcing equality under the law (14th) and 
equal voting rights (15th). Racists since the Reconstruction- 
era Ku Klux Klan (including the Posse Comitatus) have 
targeted these Amendments. The 19th Amendment, ratified in 
1920, prohibited sex discrimination in voting. 

In 2021, the CSPOA organised a national tour with Robert 
David Steele, a now-deceased anti-Semite who espoused 
Holocaust denial and advocated jailing Jews deemed 
supposedly insufficiently ‘loyal to the Republic’. 

Mack has said: ‘People get all upset when they hear about 
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Top: Oath Keepers 
leader Stewart 
Rhodes (right) 

and CSPOA leader 
Richard Mack 
(second right) with 
fellow conspiracists; 
centre: CSPOA 
Woodlands Texas; 
bottom: Mack 
(centre) on the 
2021 national tour 
with anti-Semite 
Robert David Steele 
(second right) 


militias, but what’s wrong with it? 
I wouldn’t hesitate for a minute 
to call out my posse against the 
federal government if it gets out 

of hand.’ 


Denial campaign 

The CSPOA’s national election denial 
campaign is built partly around the 
discredited 2000 Mules video that 
claimed widespread voter fraud in the 
2020 Presidential election. Mack absurdly 
calls it a ‘great documentary,’ claiming 

its ‘evidence’ is ‘very compelling, almost 
irrefutable, that there was widespread 
voter fraud across the country’. 

Protect America Now (PAN) has also 
joined the ‘election fraud’ fray, both PAN 
and the CSPOA allying with a Tea Party- 
descended voter-suppression outfit, True 
the Vote, in this effort. Led by CSPOA- 
allied Arizona Sheriff Mark Lamb, PAN 
claims over 70 active sheriffs as members. 

In June, Mack proposed, and Michigan 
Sheriff Dar Leaf endorsed, that the 
CSPOA handle the funding for creating 
a sheriff ‘task force’ to mobilise around ‘voter fraud’. Sheriff 
Leaf is under investigation by state authorities for allegedly 
breaching voting tabulators. Leaf sought to seize multiple 
voting machines in response to falsehoods about the 
2020 election. 

The Oath Keepers trial displays the extra-governmental far- 
right revolution afoot in the USA, with the CSPOA building 
insurrection within law enforcement. Should efforts such as 
those of the CSPOA gain momentum, the far right could move 
closer to overturning democracy. e 


Chuck Tanner is Research Director, Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights, irehr.org 


Leonard Zeskind. Blood and Politics. New York (NY): Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 2009. ISBN: 9781429959339 
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On 22 Octgber 
2022 Giorgia 
Meloni was 
inaugurated 
as Italy’s Prime 
Minister, the 
first far-right 
Premier since 
Mussolini 


Fascism reinvigorated. 


Alfio Bernabei discusses how the use of the burning tricolour flame in the insignia of 
the Brothers of Italy was a calculated decision to appeal to a very specific electorate 


t was a calculated decision 

by Giorgia Meloni to use a 

distinctive fascist symbol — 

the tricolour flame — in her 

Brothers of Italy (Fratelli 
d'Italia) party symbol during the 
electoral campaign that has brought 
her to such prominence, with 
reverberations that will continue to be 
felt across Europe. 

For she had little else she could add 
to the anti-immigrant theme already 
virulently being exploited by Matteo 
Salvini’s populist-nationalist Lega 
party, apart from reiterating promises 
to repatriate illegal immigrants and 
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to impose a naval blockade. 

Meloni had to find a symbol to 
splash across the media and on posters 
displayed up and down the country that 
would catch the eye with its allusion to 
the past — and the legacy this carries — 
to draw in the so-called nostalgics and 
fascist-leaning voters. 

She decided to capitalise on 
the decade-long tolerated, if not 
encouraged. sdoganamento del 
fascismo — the term used to describe the 
process of legitimisation of fascism that 
has taken many different forms. These 
have ranged from the naming of streets 
after fascist leaders under Mussolini 


and the erection of a monument in Affile 
celebrating Marshall Rodolfo Graziani, 
the butcher of Ethiopia, to ceremonies 
attended by fascists making the Nazi 
salute. The proliferation of fascist 
organisations, including CasaPound and 
Forza Nuova, is another. 

This has helped pander to a 
constituency made up of nazi-fascist 
activists and nostalgics, who think that 
“Mussolini did some good things’, as 
former Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
once remarked in an interview. 

Meloni, the harvester of this toxic 
bounty, banked on the flame to be 
placed next to her face — erect, alive 
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and spouting energy — fascist in history 
and scope. 

The origin of the tricolour flame is 
known to the vast majority of Italians. 

It was used by the Movimento Sociale 
Italiano (MSD), a party founded in 1946 
by, among others, journalist and fascist 
Giorgio Almirante who would become 
the party’s secretary. He contributed 

to the anti-Semitic magazine La Difesa 
della Razza (The Defence of the Race) 
and coined the phrase ‘racism has to 
become the food for everyone’. 

Almirante was appointed by 
Mussolini as Chief of Cabinet of the 
Minister of Culture of the Salo Republic, 
the puppet state set up by the Nazis in 
1943. He was subsequently indicted on 
charges that he ordered the shooting 
of partisans. 

He fled Italy after the war, but 
returned in 1946 to set up his own 
fascist group, which was quickly 
absorbed into the MSI. Almirante was 
not averse to employing the tactics of the 
Blackshirts. In 1968, he was one of three 
leaders of an attack on student radicals 
at the University of Rome. Then came 
the ‘strategy of tension’, which came as 
close as possible to the objectives of a 
coup d’état. 

Evidence at the recent trial over 
the 1980 bombing of Bologna railway 
station that killed 85 people and 
wounded 200, which resulted in a life 
sentence for Paolo Bellini, revealed that 
Bellini’s father had been in close contact 
not only with Almirante’s associates, but 
also with a branch of the Italian secret 
service that, in turn, was linked to the 
Gladio/Stay Behind secret network and 
far right organisations. 


Resurrection 

The symbol of the flame adopted by 
the MSI was intended to embody the 
power of fascism to survive and keep 
re-energising itself in one form or 
another, to remain invincible. 

The significance of Meloni’s decision 
to resurrect this symbol in the year 
that saw the centenary of Mussolini’s 
1922 March on Rome cannot be lost 
on anyone. Representatives of various 
parties on the left had asked Meloni to 
withdraw the symbol, but she refused. 
After all, when she was 15 years old, 
she had started her political militancy 
precisely as a follower of Almirante’s 
creature, the MSI. But it remained to be 
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FRATELLI 
ITALIA 


M.S\ 


Spot the difference The tricolour flame on the logo of 
Giorgia Meloni's Brothers of Italy party (left), and on the 
symbol used by Giorgio Almirante’s fascist Movimento 
Sociale Italiano between 1946 and 1995 


Matteo Salvini, 
leader of the anti- 
immigrant Lega 
party, one of 
Meloni's coalition 
partners, is 
sworn in as 
Deputy Prime 
Minister of 

Italy. The third 
coalition partner 
is Forza Italia, 

led by former 
premier Silvio 
Berlusconi 


seen whether her determination to use 
this fascist icon would work in favour of 
her party or against. Back in July when 
the electoral campaign started this was 
an open question. 


Conservative themes 
Set up in 2012 by Meloni, Brothers of 
Italy had a difficult birth, resting on 
what was left of the Alleanza Nazionale 
party (wound up in 2009), which had 
been founded by Gianfranco Fini, a 
former secretary of MSI and disgruntled 
members of Berlusconi’s Forza Italia. 

In the 2018 general election the 
party won just 4% of the vote. Unable 
to replace or steal more votes from 
Salvini’s Lega by duplicating its anti- 
immigrant agenda, she embraced a 
corollary of conservative themes based 
on nationalism, the family, anti-gay 
sentiment, along with a dose of hostility 
towards the European Union in the style 
of Nigel Farage that was working so 
well in Britain. 

Giving the nod to fascist organisations 
such as CasaPound and Forza Nuova, 


Meloni’s stance included opposing 
measures to grant children of 
immigrants born in Italy citizenship. 

Her popularity grew throughout the 
summer. The iconic flame was helping 
no end. Of course, she would deny being 
a fascist. She only had a ‘serene rapport’ 
with fascism, leaving her words open to 
interpretation. Asked by an Auschwitz 
survivor to ditch the symbol, she 
retorted that it had nothing to do with 
fascism or anti-Semitism. 

Her engagements have included 
speaking at the congress of far-right 
party Vox in Spain, spouting ‘We carry 
a sacred genetic code ... our Christian 
roots are under attack ... I say no to the 
LGBT lobby ... Iam against some Black 
Lives Matter barbarians who wants 
to pull down a statue to Christopher 
Columbus ...’ and so forth. 

She is also happy to be associated with 
Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban, 
while in the USA ex-President Donald 
Trump’s chief strategist Steve Bannon 
has heaped praise on her. Her party 
was marching on, gaining more and 
more ground, overtaking the Lega. The 
culmination came when the Brothers of 
Italy gained a 26% share of the vote, to 
come top in the general election. 

Meloni’s victorious finale came 
on the anniversary of the centenary 
of Mussolini’s March on Rome. 

Her success serves to underline the 
multifaceted way in which fascism 

can resurface and seduce crowds and 
electors by initially presenting itself in a 
relatively benign guise. It then switches 
tack, imposing restrictions on citizen 
rights and clamping down on freedoms, 
with the results that we all know 

only too well. ® 
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Behind Dugina’s death: 
who was the true target? 


The daughter of ultra-nationalist ideologue Alexander Dugin was in step with her 
father on many political issues. Speculation is rife that the car bomb may have been 
targeting both of them, but Dugin’s decision to take another vehicle spared him 


arya Dugina died when 
the car she was driving 
exploded near Moscow 
on 20 August. Although 
she was a journalist 
and made regular television 
appearances, reports of her death 
have referred to her as the ‘daughter of 
Alexander Dugin’. 

The main reason for this is because 
it is widely believed that the car 
bomb was intended for her higher 
profile father, the ultra-nationalist 
philosopher Alexander Dugin. 

Who was behind the car bomb is 
still a matter of conjecture and it is 
possible that the intention had been to 
kill both the Dugins. 

Dugin, who had been a speaker at 
the ‘Tradition’ festival, was due to 
be travelling in the same car as his 
daughter. The annual festival purports 
to be a ‘family event for art lovers’. 

It is reported that Dugin decided at 
the last moment not to travel with his 
daughter in her vehicle. 

Both father and daughter had been 
very public supporters of the war in 
Ukraine and its aims. The Russian 
government has publicly accused 
Ukraine of being behind the attack, 
stating that the primary suspect is a 
middle-aged Ukrainian woman who, 
according to the authorities, say left 
Moscow for Estonia after the bombing. 

The Federal Security Service claims 
that the woman had been renting 
an apartment with her daughter in 
the same block as Dugina and had 
attended the same festival which, if 
true, would indicate that the intended 
target was Darya or both the Dugins. 
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Alexander 
Dugin’s ideas 
are thought to 
have heavily 
influenced 
Vladimir Putin’s 
nationalist 
agenda 


Reports of Darya’s death have 
described her father as an ‘ally’ 
or adviser of President Vladimir 
Putin. Although he holds no formal 
position, he is thought to have heavily 
influenced Putin’s nationalist agenda. 


New Right 

The former lecturer at Moscow State 
University has written numerous 
books, mostly published by the 
national socialist publisher Arktos, 
which promotes many writers of 


the European New Right. Dugin 
makes no effort to hide his political 
views, which have sometimes been 
described as fascist, although his 
stance is generally described as 
ultra-nationalist. 

His daughter was sanctioned earlier 
this year by both the USA and the UK 
for spreading disinformation online 
about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Dugin has faced similar international 
sanctions over the years. 

Searchlight has been following 
Dugin’s movements over many years 
and monitoring his links with the far 
right internationally. He has invited 
delegations from a number of far-right 
parties to Russia, including Hungary’s 
Jobbik and Greece’s Golden Dawn, 
as well as far-right figures he met at 
events throughout Europe in 1992. 

Searchlight has cautioned that 
movements such as Generation 
Identity and fascist ideology of the 
kind being pushed by Dugin should 
not be dismissed. 

He operates on a global stage 
and has a clear political agenda, 
not merely as a commentator or 
‘philosopher’, but as an actor. He hides 
behind the cloak of academia and the 
arts, but the people and groups he 
associates with tell another story. 

The intended target of the car bomb 
and who was responsible for the attack 
may never be known, particularly 
since the Russian authorities were 
quick to attribute blame to Ukraine’s 
special services. This means that they 
may not actively pursue alternative 
lines of enquiry. One can only wonder 
if Dugin is sleeping easily at night. @ 
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Stand Up To Racism International Conference, London, 15 October 2022 


United in resisting the 
rise of the far right 


After three years of virtual meetings, delegates were able to meet face-to-face 
to discuss issues ranging from racism in the police to trade union involvement in 
fighting for an equitable society and international issues. Cathy Pound reports 


his was the first Stand 
Up To Racism (SUTR) 
international conference 
held in person for 
three years. It was a 
hybrid event, so many more were 
in attendance online alongside the 
hundreds gathered in the hall. 

The sessions were all held in one hall, 
with speakers being allowed a mere 4 
minutes to make their contributions, 
so all the delegates were able to hear 
all speakers, something that is not 
possible when there are many break- 
out workshops. This was a positive 
feature, but the downside was that 
speakers were constrained to making a 
few concise points. With many speakers 
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having such a lot to contribute it was a 
challenge to reduce their message to a 
few soundbites. 

Sabby Dhalu, Joint SUTR Convenor, 
opened and closed the conference, 
noting that we are in very challenging 
times internationally and that here 
in the UK the Prime Minister and 
Home Secretary (Liz Truss and Suella 
Braverman respectively at the time of 
the conference) had made clear that 
they were ‘doubling down’ on racism. 
At the time Searchlight went to press, 
we had a new PM in Rishi Sunak and a 
new Cabinet, but we can expect little to 
improve in practical terms. 

The first session addressed issues 
around institutional racism within 


schools, policing, work, health and 
housing. Marcia Rigg, sister of Sean 
Rigg, read a chilling list of people 
shot by police, from Cherry Groce in 
1985 to Jean Charles de Menezes in 
2005 and Mark Duggan in 2011, as 
well as more recently Chris Kaba on 5 
September 2022. In many cases, no gun 
was found at the scene where firearms 
officers had fired both fatal and some 
non-fatal shots. Marcia urged people 
to join the United Friends and Family 
annual march on 29 October 2022 from 
Trafalgar Square to Parliament. 
Political activist and singer Jermain 
Jackman, appearing online, asked us 
to look around the hall and ask,‘where 
are the young people?’. Sukhdev Reel, 


Searchlight | 25 


Photo: Steve Eason 


also online, spoke movingly about the 
police mishandling the investigation 

of her son Ricky Reel’s racist murder, 
about her book Ricky Reel: Silence is 
not an option, and giving evidence to 
the ‘spycops’ inquiry, having discovered 
their family had been under surveillance 
in the years after Ricky’s death. 

Bell Ribeiro-Addy spoke about how, 
as a black female MP, it was concerning 
that a WhatsApp group made up of the 
very officers tasked with maintaining 
the safety of MPs had been found to 
have exchanged racist and misogynist 
messages over a sustained period of 
time. She also noted how much harder 
fighting institutional and structural 
racism had become following the Sewell 
report. Bell charged Tony Sewell with 
effectively ‘gaslighting your entire 
community’ and being rewarded for it in 
former Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s 
October 2022 honours list with a 
life peerage. 


Borders Act 

The second session addressed the 
increasingly hostile environment for 
migrants under the new Nationality and 


The 


Searchlight 


Archive 


THE SEARCHLIGHT archive is a major 
collection of material documenting the 
activities of British and international fascist 
and racist organisations. The collection is 
unique andisoneofthemostextensiveand 
significant resources of its type in Europe. 

The archive is made possible by an 
ongoing partnership with Searchlight 
magazine, and the collection is held 
on long-term loan at the University of 
Northampton. 

With over 400 boxes of materials, 
and more coming online every day, the 
archive features an array of materials 
related to the history of the extreme right. 
This includes many extremist journals 
published by groups such as the National 
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Borders Act 2022 and heard from those 


involved in the legal challenge to the 
Rwanda scheme. 

Julieta of Care4Calais updated 
delegates on the court case and, 
importantly, announced a new 
campaign calling for ‘Safe Passage’, 
that is, for safe and legal routes to 
be opened up. The only way to stop 
people smugglers in their tracks is to 
offer those seeking asylum a concrete 
alternative, not a so-called deterrent 
such as the Rwanda scheme. 

Other speakers noted that there 
would be increasing numbers of 
refugees caused by the climate crisis. 
Mya-Rose Craig highlighted that the 
climate crisis is a global issue that 
disproportionately affects the global 
South, but with the environmental 
movement led largely by those in the 
global North. It was noted that seeing 


Front and the British National Party, as 
well as many crucial internal documents, 
such as details of meetings and internal 
memos. It also contains materials linked 
to international extreme right groups, 
such as the American Nazi Party. 

The collection allows for the study of 
anti-fascism, and includes the archives 
of many Searchlight investigations. The 
archive also features some 50 oral history 
interviews with anti-fascist campaigners. 

For further information, contact the 
archivist, Dr Daniel Jones, Daniel.Jones@ 
Northampton.ac.uk 

See also the University of Northampton 
Archive catalogue, https://tinyurl.com/ 
northampton-archive 


The only way to stop people smugglers in their tracks 
is to offer asylum-seekers a concrete alternative, not 
a so-called deterrent such as the Rwanda scheme 


the floods in Pakistan resulting from 
heavy monsoon rain and melting 
glaciers following a heatwave were 
evidence enough that the climate crisis 
is not coming at some point, but is well 
and truly here right now. 

Delegates heard also from James 
Cox, chair of public service union PCS 
Home Office Group, which oversees 
maritime operations, and said that 
working with Care4Calais on the case 
had been an important move for the 
trade union. James and TUC Race 
Equality Officer Wilf Sullivan also noted 
that the Rwanda scheme really was 
taking ‘outsourcing’ to the extreme. It 
was noted that, should the scheme go 
ahead, monitoring it will not be easy, 
as the agreement between the UK and 
Rwanda is not legally binding, but 
effectively an ‘understanding’ between 
the two governments, albeit a very 
expensive one. 

Many speakers noted with concern 
the reports that Delina, who had 
fled from Eritrea and is 37 weeks 
pregnant, has received notice that 
the UK authorities intend to send her 
to Rwanda. 

Delegates were treated during 
lunch to an online interview by Brian 
Richardson with cricketer Michael 
Holding online about his comments on 
players ‘taking the knee’, during a break 
in play due to rain in July 2020. His 
response had led many to get in touch 
and prompted his book Why we Kneel, 
How we Rise. Holding importantly 
noted that sport was not a special case 
and that addressing racism in sport 
would bring little gain if, in doing so, 
you thought you had solved the problem 
of racism within society. 


Cost of living 
The third session addressed the cost 
of living crisis and explored how, as a 
movement, we ensure that racists do 
not dominate the narrative during this 
economically challenging period. 
Eddie Dempsey, RMT assistant 
secretary, was allowed a little longer 
than the allotted 4 minutes to outline 
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his concerns in what he categorised 

as a ‘battle of ideas’ between those he 
described as ‘operating in the shadows’ 
and those, such as the trade unions, 
fighting for decent wages and a more 
equal society. Individuals who feel 
disaffected and left behind are being 
targeted by the far right who have their 
own so-called offer of a ‘better world’. 

Eddie warned that the far right is 
making contact offline at grassroots level 
by becoming involved in food banks. 

It also tries to draw in people through 
combat sports and martial arts training 
offered in school and community 
premises, using a fitness channel as a 
possible route into the far right. Eddie 
warned that we needed to ‘get out in 
front’ of the far right and be ready to 
engage in our local communities and 
workplaces, and to offer something 
material to improve people’s lives. 

He emphasised the need to engage 
with those who disagree with us, if we 
want to deter them from going further 
down the right-wing path. However, 
with regard to individuals who we know 
are pushing that far-right agenda we 
must be ‘absolutely ruthless’. Eddie 
called on delegates to be confident in 
our arguments and to be relentless in 
taking on the far right, to ‘deny them the 
ability to operate’, whether it be online, 
in our communities or on our streets. 

Eddie called for our coalitions to be 
‘Broad, Broad, Broad and Inclusive, 
Inclusive, Inclusive’, urging unity 
not division. Other trade unionists 
addressed these issues, highlighting 
that the trade union movement can 
offer exactly that, to make people’s lives 
better through the fight and success 
in winning decent increases in pay 
following years of a wage freeze. 

Paula Peters of DPAC (Disabled 
People Against Cuts) received a standing 
ovation for calling out the catastrophic 
impact that the current cost of living 
crisis is having on disabled people. She 
reminded delegates that this was not new 
for disabled people, who have endured 
years of benefit cuts. She sent solidarity 
greetings to all those on picket lines 
(where we know Paula is often found 
herself). She pulled no punches when 
she cited research showing that ‘cuts 
to public services and living standards’ 
across Britain since are estimated to have 
contributed to 335,000 excess deaths 
between 2012 and 2019. 
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Global outlook 


French National 
Assembly 
member 
Daniéle Obono, 
and specialist 
in political 
extremism Cas 
Mudde, brought 
an international 
perspective to 
the conference 


International analysis 

The final session asked how we can 
‘stop the racist and fascist right’, and 
heard from activists from Italy, France, 
Germany, USA and Greece, as well 

as the UK. Despite overwhelming 
alarm over the outcomes of elections 
in France, Sweden and Italy, and 
acknowledgement of a seismic shift 

in support for the far right and openly 
fascist rather than centre-right and 
populist right, there were also some 
glimmers of hope. 

Daniéle Obono, French National 
Assembly member, gave the bad news 
that, in pandering to the right during 
the presidential election, President 


Emmanuel Macron had laid the 

path for the election of 89 far-right 
MPs in June 2022. The good news 
were developments in France in the 
aftermath of the elections, which have 
seen workers in oil refineries literally 
bringing the country to a standstill, 
with no petrol at the pumps. Paris also 
saw a mass ‘cost of living’ march on the 
day following our conference, bringing 
together people from many movements 
and offering an alternative to the 
right’s solution to the hardships people 
are facing. 

Author and historian David 
Rosenberg spoke excellently on the 
messages the far right use to drive their 
agenda, echoing Eddie in his call to 
engage with those who disagree with 
us, rather than shun them, thereby 
pushing them further towards the 
fascist conspiracy theories and the anti- 
Semitism that has always been central 
to these extremists’ world view. 

Cas Mudde, a political scientist 
specialising in extremism, spoke from 
the USA, echoing Eddie’s analysis 
that we are fighting not only far-right 
parties, but also far-right ideas. He 
warned that, although our movement 
may see social justice and equality as 
our goals, this agenda may not resonate 
for those who feel disaffected. We have 
to offer the ‘better’ world, but the way 
we do this and the language we use is 
critical in how the message is heard 
and received. 

SUTR National Organiser Michael 
Bradley acknowledged that there is 
‘more than a whiff of the 1930s’. He sent 
a warning message that, if Italy’s newly 
elected far-right prime minister Giorgia 
Meloni is allowed to visit the UK, the 
SUTR would make it abundantly clear 
that we do not see her as an ‘ordinary’ 
politician. The message will be that the 
leader of a fascist party is not welcome 
in the UK. 

Sabby gave the concluding address 
and the usual call to go back to our 
workplaces and communities to begin 
mobilising for the UN Anti-Racism Day 
on 18 March 2023. ®@ 


The RMT’s Eddie Dempsey emphasised the need 
to engage with those who disagree with us, if we want to 
deter them from going further down the right-wing path 
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laude Lanzmann’s 

Shoah is the defining 

documentary film 

charting the Holocaust. 

Of all the remarkable 
survivors interviewed in the nine-and- 
a-half-hour-long film, one person in 
particular stands out — Rudolf Vrba. 
He and Alfred Wetzler were the first 
Jews to escape Auschwitz. 

Jonathan Freedland’s The Escape 
Artist is a powerful and harrowing 
account of the life of Vrba. It is 
also testimony to Vrba’s desperate 
campaign to tell the world about the 
Nazis’ attempts to erase Europe’s 
Jewish population. 

Vrba was born on 11 September 
1924 in Topoléany, Czechoslovakia 
(part of Slovakia from 1993). Raised 
in the customs of strictly orthodox 
Judaism, he was a very able student, 
with an amazing ability to retain 
mathematical data — after the war 
he would become a world-renowned 
biochemist. At Auschwitz, he used his 
mathematical brain to great effect, 
memorising transportation details and 
the numbers of victims murdered in 
the camp. It was this memorised data 
that would be given to the Allies as 
evidence of Hitler’s Final Solution. 

As a teenager Vrba mixed in leftist 
and Zionist circles. In 1939, the Slovak 
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The man who 


escaped from 
Auschwitz 


Rudolph Vrba’s eyewitness account of the industrial scale of 
killing at the death camp provided the Allies with invaluable 

information. He subsequently argued that more could have 

been done to save more lives, as Martin Smith recounts 


Republic became a client state of 
Nazi Germany, and the Slovakian 
government introduced a Jewish 
Codex’ (anti-Jewish laws that were 
based on the Nuremberg Laws). 

In 1942, around 58,000 Slovakian 
Jews were deported to the Nazi death 
camps in Poland — only 800 would 
survive the war. 


Entering Hell 
Freedland traces Vrba’s attempt to 
escape the deportations as he tried 
to flee Czechoslovakia to join its 
army in exile in Britain. However, 

he was eventually captured by the 
authorities and sent to the Majdanek 
concentration camp in Lublin. 

From there Vrba was transferred 

to Auschwitz I and was 
later reassigned to 
Auschwitz II-Birkenau. 

Holocaust survivor 
Primo Levi, who was a 
chemist and writer, said of 
Auschwitz II: ‘How could 
it not be heroic to have 
entered Hell and not been 
swallowed up?’ 

Vrba entered that Hell 
in June 1942. For nearly 
two years he survived 
the beatings, disease, 
and the selection 


process. Freedland describes how 
Vrba worked in almost every section 
of the camp, building up a detailed 
knowledge of how it functioned as 
both an extermination centre and an 
industrial complex. 

Vrba believed that the mass 
murder of Jews in the Holocaust was 
dependent on one key principle: ‘The 
people who came to Auschwitz did 
not know where they were going or for 
what purpose.’ 

He made two promises to himself: 
the first was to escape Auschwitz 
and the second was to tell the world 
of the horrors that were taking place 
there. On both accounts he would 
be successful. 


War aims 
Vrba and fellow Jewish prisoner 
Wetzler escaped Auschwitz on 10 April 
1944. Freedland’s account is in part a 
forensic account of their escape, but it 
also reads like a gripping thriller. 
Freedland describes how Vrba and 
Wetzler’s eyewitness accounts helped 
save the lives of 200,000 Jews in 
Budapest. 
But Vrba argued all his life that 
the Allies and some in the Jewish 
leadership could have done much 
more to save Jewish lives. Freedland’s 
account pulls no punches. He does 
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not shy away from tackling two 
controversial questions. 

The first is, why didn’t the Allies 
bomb the train lines going into 
Auschwitz or the camps’ crematoria? 
Freedland’s explanation will make 
uncomfortable reading for some. 
Auschwitz was clearly in range of US 
and British bombers — they regularly 
attacked targets nearby. Freedland 
draws the conclusion that at best 
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Allied Command did not want to be 
distracted from their war aims and at 
worst anti-Semitism was at play. 
Second, one of the big debates 
amongst Holocaust academics is 
how far did the Hungarian Jewish 
leader, Rezso Kastner, encourage 
compliance with the Nazis rather than 
encourage resistance? Freedland’s 
conclusion is nuanced, yet damming of 
Kastner’s role. 


Rudolf Vrba (facing page) and Alfred 
Wetzler (above) escaped from 
Auschwitz in 1944, providing the 
Allies with information on the layout, 
management and operation of the gas 
chambers at the camp 


Freedland’s The Escape Artist is 
important in so many ways, not least 
because it records the tremendous 
bravery of two men who risked 
everything to ensure the world knew 
what was happening behind the gates 
of Auschwitz. ‘ 


Jonathan Freedland. The Escape Artist: The 
Man Who Broke Out of Auschwitz to Warn 
the World. 2022. John Murray Press. 

ISBN: 9781529369045 
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Italian Blackshirts march to Westminster in 1922 


A warning 
from history 
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November 1922 saw the first 
ever fascist march take place in 
London, with Sylvia Pankhurst's 

Workers’ Dreadnought a lone 
voice among the British press 
condemning the event and the 
favourable reportage 
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Recognition of Mussolini's state by the UK government emboldened London-based 
Italian fascists to stage a march to Westminster Abbey and to lay a wreath at the 
Cenotaph. This raised alarm bells, but they were ignored, writes Alfio Bernabei 


t 3pm on the afternoon 

of Saturday 4 November 

1922 Italian Blackshirts 

gathered outside No 25 

Noel Street, in central 
London. ‘Hundreds’ were expected, 
according to a report in the Daily 
Herald. Among those present were 
members of the squadre d’azione del 
fascio or ‘action squads’. 

They belonged to the Italian branch 
of the Italian fascist party set up almost 
exactly one year earlier with offices at 13 
Store Street. The Blackshirts prepared 
to march across Soho and Piccadilly all 
the way to Westminster Abbey under 
the command of Captain Gelmetti. 

This was the first ever fascist march 
in the UK. The Italian fascists had 
attempted to stage a similar event the 
previous year, but the Home Office 
and Scotland Yard had warned that 
marching through Westminster was 
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forbidden when Parliament was sitting. 
‘We are not entirely sure this is true,’ 
retorted sarcastically the secretary 
of what was then simply called the 
fascio di combattimento in an article 
published in La Cronaca, the London- 
based Italian fascist weekly, ‘but we will 
cancel the event’. 


Political force 

By November 1922, however, things had 
moved on. Benito Mussolini had been 
invited by King Victor Emmanuel III to 
form a government following the March 
on Rome of 28 October. The fascists 
had moved into a position of power. 
The Italian Blackshirts in London 

could claim that they were no longer an 
obscure group of mostly former army 
men, but representatives of a political 
force fully recognised by the British 
government, which was now under the 
premiership of Andrew Bonar Law. 


The march set out from Noel Street 
and headed towards Westminster. 
According to the re-titled fascist 
weekly, L’Eco dTtalia, ‘the Blackshirts 
were followed by a large contingent 
of sympathisers and made their way 
marching in step through thick crowds 
of onlookers’. Leading the way was a 
Blackshirt holding the gagliardetto, 
the triangular-shaped flag that was a 
symbol of the fascist party. 

The march paused at the Cenotaph 
to lay a wreath, then went on to 
Westminster Abbey, where the 
Blackshirts knelt and made the fascist 
salute. Photographs were taken and 
the ceremony was filmed. Bishop Ryle, 
the Dean of the Abbey, gave them a 
warm welcome. 

It is tempting to see if one can 
discern Harold Goad, a fervent fascist, 
in one of the photos. In any case, he 
was present hours later at a follow-up 
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event at the Prince’s Restaurant to mark 
the anniversary of the Armistice. He 
was among the speakers taking part, 
alongside Camillo Pellizzi, a professor 
at University College London. Pellizzi 
was a key organiser of the Italian fascist 
party in London which had begun the 
annexation of the 20,000-strong Italian 
community in the capital taking control 
of all Italian schools and social and 
cultural centres. 

Images of the fascist march appeared 
in some UK publications. The nascent 
contingent of British fascists must have 
felt encouraged by the brazen display of 
triumphant militarism in the heart of 
London by representatives of a political 
party that had successfully made its 
way to a position of power in Italy. Part 
of the conservative press described 
Mussolini as a genius and a saviour at 
the time. Even the British liberal and 
left press seemed inclined to take a 
lenient view about recent developments 
in Italy, in spite of frequent reports of 
violence and atrocities being committed 
by Blackshirts, including the use of 
torture and the killing of opponents. 


Lone voices 

The Workers’ Dreadnought, edited 

by Sylvia Pankhurst, assisted by a 
number of Italian anti-fascists based 
mainly in Soho, were among the lone 
voices ringing the alarm about what 
was happening. In an article dated 11 
November 1922, under the headline The 
Fascisti Menace, the Blackshirts march 
in London was reported with dismay. 

The article went as far as to denounce 
a piece in the Daily Herald, which 
under new editor Hamilton Fyfe 
had given ‘a friendly and favourable 
announcement’ of the march by the 
Italian Blackshirts to Westminster. 

The Dreadnought pointed out that the 
Herald had limited its comments to 
the observation of ‘impressive scenes’ 
outside the Abbey. 

The Dreadnought also stated: “The 
Daily Herald endeavours to lull the 
workers into unconsciousness of the 
menace to their organisations and their 
prospects which is being built up in 
this country. Let there be no mistake. 
Fascism is an international menace.’ 

The comment was right in 1922, and 
it is just as relevant today, although, 
once again, it seems that not everyone 
is listening. & 
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Searchlight Special Edition 
SPECIAL OFFER 


to our subscribers 
get your copy at a 50% discount for £5 


Special] Edition 2022 


In this Special Edition of Searchlight, 
published to mark the 85th birthday 
of its founder, publisher and editor, 
Gerry Gable, we revisit some of 

the magazine's great investigative 
successes over more than 40 years: 
how a bomb attack on the Notting 
Hill Carnival was thwarted in 1981; 
how links between British fascists 
and Italian right-wing terrorist were 
uncovered; how investigations into 
the British National Party's finances 
led to its implosion; and how 
Searchlight \ed the field 

in rooting out the links 
between the European far 
right and Vladimir Putin's 
regime in Russia. 


Going str Ong for five d 
Fighting 
fascism and 


e€cades 


| The Katehon 
connection 


's Russia has cultivated links 
ha tional far right. And those 


ks BCTOSS the interna 
into Britain too, Gerry Gable and Alexel Ivanov 


——_—_—_ 


To order a copy of the SNP ’e delayed accounts reveal 
special issue for £5, please financial disaster zone 


choose your method of 
payment andconfirmthe ~~ 
number of copies and how 
you have paid by emailing: 


The inte ; : 
rn | 
trail of no : 


searchlightmag@gmail.com 


To make your payment, you 
can either: 


1) Send a cheque for 
£5, made payable to 
Searchlight, to: 
Searchlight, PO Box 
1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 

2) Pay by bank transfer to: 
Sort code: 40 17 45 
Account No: 11110608 
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Extreme Right 


Aware Trainin 


The extreme right space is fast changing and complex. 
What risks does it pose? What draws people to such 
extremism? How does it cultivate violence and even 
terrorism? What can be done to tackle it? 


University of The University of Northampton offers several courses 
Northampton 


covering the extreme right in three formats: 


e 90-minute introductory sessions providing an overview 
of the extreme right, their symbols and their rhetoric. 
Ideal for vetting teams or public-facing roles. 


° pra workshops exploring the extreme ee with 
expert facilitators, giving a deeper understanding of the 
British and International extreme right. Ideal for work 
engaging with the Prevent Agenda. 


¢ Bespoke training, working with you to design material 
that fits the needs of your organisation - whether focus _ 
on specific groups, regions or aspects, or different styles 
of delivery. 


For more details, or to discuss your needs, please 
contact Prof Paul Jackson : 
paul.jackson@northampton.ac.uk 


° Teaching 
or Dr Daniel Jones: ad cots | eurellente 
Framework 


daniel.jones@northampton.ac.uk 


